
At RISA, our data scientists first determine the business questions that your 
organization is looking to answer with an analysis of your data. We want to make 
sure that any analyses we perform are aligned with your organizational goals and 
provide value. These can range from efficiencies in your business processes and 
purchasing, to undiscovered opportunities revealed by trend analysis of your 
organization's data. 

Once the business value (and success criteria) is defined, our data specialists then 
proceed with data gathering. What are the sources of data within your 
organizations If it is like most organizations, relevant data will not be collected in 
a structured manner in one place. It will likely be in a structured and unstructured 
form, and distributed amongst multiple databases, servers, and other data storage 
locations. It may even be stored in both structured and unstructured Form in a data 
lake. No matter the case, those data sources and the data they contain will need 
to be examined to get an idea of the best way to approach the data and "wrangle" 
it into a usable form. This is also the point at which our team will perform data 
profiling. Not only getting to know the source(s) of the relevant data, but also 
examining it for characteristics such as: the size of the data set we're working with, 
the column heads, the data type of each column, the relationships between 
columns, the range of values in each column, the frequency of missing or junk 
data, and the number of rows. 



Sometimes for business decision-makers and stakeholders, it is difficult to 

see the benefit data science/ data analysis/"Big Data" can provide for 

their organization. Their question is, "What can it do for me to justify the 

expenditure?" Too often, providers of data science services are technical 

experts that can solve a problem once it is defined, but they have difficulty 

answering that question initially. Our data science team is composed of 

excellent technical subject matter experts, but also business-oriented 

personnel who can show the potential benefit of the analysis and how it 

can provide value to your organization. For a detailed case study, please 

visit: https:/ /www.risadirect.com/ data_science/ case_study.html 
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